[image: image1.png]


 
16th CONVOCATION

University Of Central Punjab

Address By The Pro-Rector

25th November, 2014
[image: image2.png]



Honorable Chaudhry Muhammad Sarwar Governor Punjab

Honorable Mian Amer Mahmood, Chairman Board of Governors University of Central Punjab
Respected Dr. Samar Mubarakmand
Prof. Sohail Afzal, Executive Director, Punjab Group of Colleges   

Members of Board of Governors, 
Respected Deans

Faculty Members and Staff

Distinguished Guests

Graduates and Parents
Assalam-o-Alaikum!

I am delighted to welcome you all to this memorable event. 
I am extremely grateful to the Honorable Governor, Chaudhry Muhammad Sarwar, who has spared his very precious time to grace the occasion as the Chief Guest. Sir, we greatly appreciate your commendable efforts for the promotion of education and health sector.
We are proud to have Dr. Samar Mubarakmand with us who is known as the father of Pakistan's missile program.

Dr. Samar Mubarakmand has the unique honour of heading the team of scientists who were involved in the underground test explosion of Atom bomb in chaghi on 28th May, 1998. 

He has recently conceived and heads the project of Underground Coal Gasification, which promises to resolve the problem of depleting gas reserves in the country. 
We thank him for sparing his precious time to be with us today.

It is our pleasure to have with us Director British Council Mr. Kevin McLaven and the senior Executives from the corporate sector who have been facilitating our students in internships, training, research and employment. We welcome you in this convocation.
Ladies and gentlemen: 

Education, in the civilized world today, is at the apex of all plans and philosophies of survival. Specifically, higher education takes on a new significance as human capital replaces physical capital in the world economy. Acquisition, development and management of knowledge are essential skills today. Higher education prepares individuals for an ongoing learning process, encouraging them to realize their maximum human potential. 

It has now been established that the formation of human capital is essential for the advancement and prosperity of a nation.  The impact of human capital investment in the developing countries is quite obvious.  By opening the doors to Professional education and by ensuring an enabling environment at our university, we are chipping in our share to prepare young men and women of Pakistan to become effective members of society as skillful engineers, entrepreneurs and IT experts.
We at the University of Central Punjab are committed to provide quality education to our youth, and our resolve to achieve the goal is un-deterring. Our mission is to provide a progressive learning environment to the youth of this country. Therefore, we keep investing heavily in labs, classrooms, library and other infrastructure which is among the best.
Alongwith infrastructure, our continuous effort is on strengthening of faculty. We have around 300 teachers in different disciplines who are our biggest strength. 
They constitute a rich clan of committed and highly motivated faculty members who we hope will definitely energize our march towards excellence and help us realize our dream of imparting education at par with the best universities here and abroad. 

Faculty of Information Technology at UCP offers unique opportunities for innovative education and research. 

As we continue to address and improve software side of the Information Technology, we have also started to include neglected hardware side in the umbrella. We started this venture by modifying and adding hardware related courses in Computer Science curriculum. Encouraged by the student performance and feedback, we have now started Bachelor’s degree program in Computer Engineering. A program that very few universities, public or private, offer in Pakistan, but have a huge potential both in local and global market.

You will be glad to know that both our Computer Science and Computer Engineering programs are accredited from their respective bodies. 
Here, I would like to dilate on the faculty of engineering, which has been completely transformed through multifaceted development during the last three years. First batch of B.Sc Civil Engineering was admitted in Fall 2013. MS Mechanical Engineering and Ph.D in Electrical Engineering has also been launched during this year.

B.Sc (Elect. Engg.) program has been accredited by the Pakistan Engineering Council for two years. The faculty is striving hard to raise the standard of education in all branches of engineering to a level where it can satisfy the newly introduced criteria for Outcome Based Education. A group of our students from electrical engineering were awarded the Best Engineering Design Award for their robot which participated in the National Competition “Robo-sprint” held recently at CASE i.e. Centre for Advanced Studies in Engineering, Islamabad.
Faculty of Pharmacy, alongwith quality teaching, is leading in research activities.
Faculty of Commerce is focusing to strengthen their accounting and finance programs with a new vision. Recently Faculty of Commerce has produced their first Ph.D and two more will soon be completing their Ph.D.
MS Management, MS Finance and MS Marketing programmes in Business School are now well established. Ph.D programme in Business School has also been started.
We are also strengthening Faculty of Arts & Social Sciences as it provides valuable inputs to various disciplines. The faculty has successfully been running BS Honors programs in Economics, Psychology and English. MS Economics and MS Clinical Psychology were introduced in Fall 2013 semester. Both programs have received encouraging response from the aspiring students who want to pursue higher education in these fields. 
I am pleased to inform that the University has established the long awaited ‘School of Media and Communication Studies’. The school has started BS in Media and Communication Studies and M.Sc in Journalism from the Fall semester. These programs will have hands on training modules embedded with latest technology.

Ladies & Gentlemen: 

I want to emphasize here that the function of our University is not just to teach but to educate the students. Our emphasis is on character building as much as on scholarship and knowledge. We are committed to developing civic minded, fair and productive citizens for society by engaging them in meaningful co-curricular and service-oriented opportunities that offer participants greater understanding of social justice and a sense of personal growth and leadership. 

To materialize this vision, UCP offers a unique volunteer program. More than 10,000 volunteers have performed their community service through this program. The University, now, has about one hundred partner organizations to support this cause. 
As you are aware disabled people are the neglected segment of our society. 
The society faces challenge to bring this marginalized segment in the mainstream to utilize their positive abilities and save them and their families from miseries. UCP offers opportunity to disabled students through inclusive education. Maximum fee concession is provided to these students and the University has taken measures to provide access to all its facilities. Some of these students, after completing their studies are working in management positions.
Ladies & Gentlemen: 

The University does not emphasize to academic attainment only. We place equal emphasis on sports activities for our students. This is essential in order to provide our students with an all-round education. The University sports teams have continued to record outstanding performance. I feel pride in telling you that the University has won Championship continuously for last four years in intervarsity games organized under the auspices of HEC.
Dear Audience, I can proudly mention that this University has an alumni of over 15,000. Majority of them are working in the corporate sector, quite a few in senior management positions. A significant number of our graduates have become successful entrepreneurs through setting up their own businesses. 
Honorable Governor: 
In today’s Convocation 805 graduates will be receiving their degrees and medals. The highest number of graduates belong to Business School. 
Details of Students for 16th Convocation

	Sr.#
	Faculty
	Total

	1
	Faculty of Information Technology
	61

	2
	UCP Business School
	446

	3
	Faculty of Commerce
	226

	4
	Faculty of Engineering
	72

	Grand Total
	805


My dear Graduates:

I take this opportunity to congratulate all of you who are graduating today.  

Your hard work and the academic and professional training you have received from your teachers and mentors have contributed immensely to the realization of this epic moment in your personal history. Without this cooperation in the learning process between you and your teachers, it would not have been possible for us to celebrate today. At the same time we have to acknowledge the selfless contributions of your parents, guardians and sponsors towards your achievements. 
You are today joining hundreds of illustrious men and women who now form part of the Alumni, and who have served our nation with distinction.  Like those earlier graduates, we expect you to be the beacons of the human and professional qualities UCP has imparted to you during your time of studies here. 

As you go out into the world of work, do not be afraid to explore entrepreneurial ventures as a legitimate career option. Embrace the spirit of innovation and continuous learning and remain committed to serving the nation with best of your abilities. 

Develop a passion for lifelong learning. If you do so, you will never cease to grow. I hope you will do it. God bless you.

Thank you very much ladies & gentlemen. 
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