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Honorable Malik Muhammad Rafique Rajwana, Governor Punjab

Honorable Mian Amer Mahmood, Chairman Board of Governors University of Central Punjab
Prof. Sohail Afzal, Executive Director, Punjab Group of Colleges
Mr. Irfan Mustafa, Managing Partner, KFC Pakistan

Deans

Faculty Members and Staff

Distinguished Guests

Graduates and Parents
Assalam-o-Alaikum!

I am delighted to welcome you to this memorable event of the 18th Convocation of University of Central Punjab.
I am extremely grateful to the Governor Punjab Malik Muhammad Rafique Rajwana, for sparing his very precious time to grace this occasion. Malik Rafique Rajwana, since he assumed the office of the Governor Punjab, has been taking keen interest to improve the quality of higher education. We are confident that under his able leadership the Universities and institutes of higher learning will make significant progress, in their teaching and research.

I thank Mr. Irfan Mustafa to be with us at this event to share his achievements and experiences, with our graduates.

I also thank eminent scholar Prof. A.R. Shakoori, Director School of Biological Sciences, who has been very helpful to us in establishing our Faculty of Life Sciences. 

It is our pleasure to have with us senior Executives from the corporate sector who have been facilitating our students in internships, training, research and employment. We welcome them in this convocation and appreciate their contribution they have made, to empower the youth of this country.  
Honorable Governor;

Year 2015 is very important for us.  It has a special significance for each of us associated with Punjab Group of Colleges, as it completes its 30 years of service to the nation under the dynamic leadership of Mian Amer Mahmood, the Chairman of Punjab Group of Colleges.
Ladies & Gentlemen;
It has now been established that the formation of human capital is essential for the advancement and prosperity of a nation.  
Low literacy rate and underperforming human resource, becomes a burden on the economies of these nations, and under cuts all efforts of the governments, to improve the living standards of their people. Hence the poverty is ailing the population of these nations. The rising crime rate and intolerance we see in our society, is also a result of economic imbalance from which our society suffers.
Peace and development are interlinked with the development of the youth. Unless the nation taps the talent of the youth, the dream for socio economic development would not be materialized. 

We at the University of Central Punjab are fully aware of these challenges. 

By opening the doors to Professional education and by ensuring an enabling environment at our university, we are playing our role to prepare young men and women of Pakistan to become effective members of society.
We are committed to provide quality education, and our resolve to achieve the goal is un-deterring. Our mission is to provide a progressive learning environment to the youth of this country. Therefore, we keep investing heavily in labs, classrooms, library and other infrastructure which is among the best.
Our new academic block has become operational. It provides state of the art facilities. Our total capacity for classrooms, labs and other facilities has now been doubled.
Alongwith infrastructure, our continuous effort is on strengthening of faculty. We have more than 300 fulltime faculty members in different disciplines who are our biggest strength. They are qualified, experienced, committed and highly motivated teachers who we hope will definitely help us realize our dream of imparting education at par with the best universities here and abroad.
I am pleased to inform that in the latest HEC ranking, the University scored a total of 73 points out of 100. The University was ranked at the second position in the Business Category in Punjab. There has been marked improvement over the past few years in quality of education and research at University of Central Punjab. Our research output in the year 2014 doubled compared to the last year. I am confident that research output will significantly increase in the coming years too.
Here, I would like to dilate on the faculty of engineering, which has been completely transformed through multifaceted development. Alongwith, Electrical and Mechanical Engineering our Civil Engineering department is now well established.
First batch of Mechanical Engineering is passing out in this Convocation. The faculty is striving hard to raise the standard of education in all branches of engineering to a level where it can satisfy the newly introduced criteria for Outcome Based Education. This system will be practiced in total conformity with the Pakistan Engineering Council’s rules and regulations which will finally lead the PEC to become a signatory of the Washington Accord. This will enable engineering graduates of this University, after having fulfilled certain requirement, to directly move to developed countries for jobs and for higher education.
Faculty of Pharmacy, alongwith quality teaching, is also leading in research activities.
Business School and Faculty of Commerce have taken initiatives for enhancing their students’ skills in ERP systems. They are using SAP and Oracle for teaching of various modules of ERP system.

All our programmes are accredited by their respective professional bodies. In Business School, after the accreditation of NBEAC, the national accreditation body, we expect to soon get the accreditation from SAQS, a prestigious accreditation body of South Asia. 
Ladies and Gentlemen, 

We have also established Faculty of Life Sciences. Programs in Biotechnology, Biochemistry, Microbiology and Forensic Sciences have been successfully launched this year. We hope this faculty will go a long way in developing research capabilities in genetics and bio-engineering.  
With an objective to produce media professionals, the School of Media has established its Centre for Training and Research. 

The Media School has setup its own FM radio station that will provide facility of hands on training to its media students. We are planning to establish NLE lab and TV Studio for film production in the Media School.
First batch of students from the Faculty of Arts & Social Sciences is graduating in this Convocation. Growth in this faculty has been very fast. Clinical Psychology and English Departments have attracted a large number of students to its undergraduate and graduate programs and the diverse student body of this faculty have added a new dimension to the existing fraternity of UCP.

Ladies and Gentlemen,
Alongwith the goal of achieving excellence in education, we place equal emphasis on extra-curricular activities for our students. This is essential in order to provide our students with an all-round education. In this regard, our students’ council, consisting of 26 societies is engaging students in multiple activities, for grooming their personality and developing leadership skills.  

The University sports teams have continued to record outstanding performance. I feel proud in telling you that the University has won Championship, continuously for last four years in intervarsity games organized under the auspices of HEC. This year as well UCP has won the Championship. The Punjab Group of Colleges has made huge investment in developing excellent sports facilities and promoting culture of sports in the country. I believe this is a great contribution for the country through this nation building activity.
Honorable Governor: 
In today’s Convocation 849 graduates will be receiving their degrees and medals. The highest numbers of graduates belong to Business School. I am pleased to mention that the third Ph.D produced by the Faculty of Commerce will also be receiving degree in today’s convocation;
Details of Students for 18th Convocation
	Sr.#
	Faculty
	Total

	1
	Faculty of Information Technology
	93

	2
	UCP Business School
	406

	3
	Faculty of Commerce
	206

	4
	Faculty of Engineering
	130

	5
	Faculty of Arts & Social Sciences
	14

	Grand Total
	849


My dear Graduates:

I take this opportunity to congratulate all of you who are graduating today.  

Your hard work and the academic and professional training you have received from your teachers and mentors have contributed immensely to the realization of this epic moment in your personal history. Without this cooperation in the learning process between you and your teachers, it would not have been possible for us to celebrate today. At the same time we have to acknowledge the selfless contributions of your parents, guardians and sponsors towards your achievements. 
You are today joining hundreds of illustrious men and women who now form part of the Alumni, and who have served our nation with distinction.  Like those earlier graduates, we expect you to be the beacons of the human and professional qualities UCP has imparted to you during your time of studies here. 

As you go out into the world of work, do not be afraid to explore entrepreneurial ventures as a legitimate career option. Embrace the spirit of innovation and continuous learning and remain committed to serving the nation with best of your abilities. 

Develop a passion for lifelong learning. If you do so, you will never cease to grow. I hope you will do it. God bless you.

Thank you very much ladies & gentlemen. 
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